Essential English 2014-2015
Instructor: Anna Borisovna Volchanskaya Tel.: +7 9166621172
Office: to be defined
 Email: anna.volchanskaya@yandex.ru
Office hours: to be defined
Description
The course is aimed at helping students of the pre-intermediate level of English or lower overcome the language barrier and grow into independent language users. 
Objectives
· Increase students' vocabulary in everyday and academic spheres
· Strengthen students' grammar competence
· Teach students effective listening and reading strategies that will enable them to understand authentic discourse
· Develop students' writing skills 
· Help students become more confident speakers by participating in role-plays and delivering presentations
Grading
Monthly grades will consist of the following components:
· Class participation – 20% . If you miss more than 5 classes during one term you will lose 20%; regular non-participation in class work (more than 3 classes) will decrease your monthly mark by 10%.
· The semester performance is assessed on the basis of monthly grades and a final test which has the weight of a monthly grade.  
· The current assessment will be performed on the basis of 1) quizzes; 2) monthly tests; 3) class presentations (oral home assignments); 4) written home assignments (uploaded on my.nes); 5) class participation. 
The final grade for the year will be comprised of the semester grades and the final test grade at the end of the academic year. The final test has the weight equal to that of a semester grade. 
The final test is in the written form and consists of 3 parts : 1) Grammar (multiple choice test and sentence transformation); 2) Vocabulary (multiple choice test and rendering from Russian into English; 3) 400-word personal essay written in class.

Make-ups

No retaking of quizzes and intermediate tests is accepted. Grades for class participation and  homework cannot be improved. 
Final monthly tests can be retaken if the student receives a grade lover than “3” (HSE scale) or in case of missing the test due to extenuating circumstances. Final tests should be retaken within 2 weeks after the test date. 

The final test can be retaken within 2 weeks after the final test date in case the student receives a grade lower than “4” (HSE scale) for the whole course or in case the student fails to attend the test due to extenuating circumstances. The student should be able to produce a proof of his/her circumstances and make an arrangement both with the instructor and the course curator. 
A different variant of the test paper and a new essay topic will be provided for the students who need to retake the final test.  
Policies
Attendance and homework: 
· Coming to class on time and prepared will be absolutely essential if you expect to make any progress in the course. 
· If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the missing assignment from your peers. Make sure to exchange contact information. 
· Missing more than five classes or failing to submit more than four home assignments will result in the failing participation or homework grade. 
· Late homework will be accepted only under extenuating circumstances and only when one contacts the instructor before the due date.
Class behaviour:
· Make sure you come to class on time and prepared.
· Make sure you turn off your cell phones.
· The use of electronic equipment such as laptops and tablet PCs is not allowed unless required for task completion in class.
· Do not bring food to class
· You must show respect toward all people in the classroom at all times
Required texts

MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2, Mark Foley, Diane Hall, Pearson 2012

Outcomes Intermediate, Hugh Dellar, Andrew Walkley, Heinle Cengage Learning 2010
Schedule
Basic English -1 (Semester I) 
Topic 1

Introduction into the course. Language learning, intercultural communication. 
Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening: Education ( additional materials)
Topic 2

Grammar. Tenses: Present (based on Outcomes Unit 1 + additional materials) 
Topic 3

Grammar. Tenses: Past (based on MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2)

Topic 4

Speaking and Listening: Family and friends  (based on Outcomes Unit1 + additional materials)
Topic 5

Grammar. Tenses: Future (based on MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2)

Topic 6 
Speaking and Listening: Feelings (based on Outcomes Unit 2 + additional materials)
Topic 7

Grammar: Pronouns, Quantifiers, Determiners (based on MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2)
Topic 8

Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening: Shopping (based on Outcomes Unit 2 + additional materials)

Basic English – 2 (Semester II)  
Topic 1
Grammar : Modal Verbs (based on MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2)
Topic 2
 Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening: Working life. CV’s and Cover Letters (based on Outcomes Unit 4 + additional materials)

Topic 3
Grammar:  Word order and sentence patterns (based on My Grammar Lab Unit 11 + additional materials)

Topic 4
Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening: Home (based on Outcomes Unit 6 + additional materials). 

Topic 5 

Complex sentences (based on MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2)

Topic 6
Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening: Mind and body (based on Outcomes Unit 7 + additional materials) 

Topic 7
Grammar: Comparisons (based on MyGrammarLab Intermediate B1/B2)

Topic 8
Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening: Science and Nature (based on Outcomes Unit 9 + additional materials) 
The above outline is ‘tentative’ and can be altered based on the decision of the instructor. Additional readings may be assigned as necessary (to expand understanding). All works will be graded using the course rubrics.
. 
